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Demographics

GENDER, RELIGION, AND THE POLITICAL BODY

Among the sex workers we met:
All were women, with two transgender persons

The majority were Muslim 'women, mostly from low-income households in Murarai,
Rampurhat, and interior Birbhum

Several were Santhal, Bagdi, or Oraon women, often first- or second-generation migrants
from nearby tribal hamlets

Most were mothers, some widowed, others separated or abandoned
Ages ranged from 18to 47
Education levels were low: some studied till class 4 or,5,most were functionally literate

“We are not here by choice, we are here because every 'door was shut,” said Person A, a
38-year-old Bagdi woman.

Their Muslim”and tribal identities, already marked in the dominant social order, made

their position in-the sex trade‘even more yulnerable to stigma, policing, and systemic
-

neglect. .
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The Nature of Work

CLIENTS, CONSENT, AND CASH

Sex work typically begins after 8:00 pm and continues until around 2:00 or 3:00 am.

Clients include local men, (teachers, rickshaw pullers, shopkeepers) and visitors from
Kolkata, Durgapur, and Burdwan

Payments range between ¥500 ‘and ¥1200 per service, varying by demand, location,-and
appearance

Many clients are repeat visitors; some are married men

“One man brings chocolate every week. He stays for 15 minutes. [Then goes back to wife
and children,” said Person K, a.22<year-old tribal woman.

They are frequently asked for sex without protection. Government<supplied condoms are
free, but branded ones are not used unless brought by,the client.

“If he refuses condoms, I charge ¥300 more. It’s not ideal, but what can we do? We have

to eat,” said Person D.
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Family, Education, and Dreams

Almost every woman had dependents—children, elderly parents, or disabled siblings.
Most girls pulled out their children from school due to bullying or shame
Children are often told their mothers are maidsor tailors
No childcare support, no welfare cards,/and no identity documentation for many

“My son wanted to study science: But his teacher asked him in front of class: ‘Is your
mother that whore near the railway?” He stopped going, ' said Person H,-a Muslim woman
from Suri.
Despite the hardship, most women\ expressed dreams of leaying sex*work—-starting a tea
stall, opening a ‘tailoring shop,.working in garment factories:" But social stigma and

capital scarcity blockithese exits.

“If 1 go to rent a shop, the owneiasks.: Are you that;woman from\Prantik?” Then he says

no, said Person G, who once worked.in a garment unit.
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Despite facing instit apathy, gendered violence, and social exclusion, the wome
exXnIpIt extraordinary agen l" and solidarity. |

B

| hey share 10od, watch over) each other's children, Iintervene when someone IS attacked,

and teach newcomers how h stay safe.

| . .
We are family to each other. No one else comes for us, said Person L. "4
&

\

bruises—is a'form of 'jo

[lven their laughter—in the midst of hunger, shame, anc
resistance. 1hey Juw created their own codes of care, negotiation, and justice, in a world

) h ‘
that offers them none.
\
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Conclusion

THE RIGHT TO DIGNITY, NOT JUST SURVIVAL

The sex workers of Bolpur—Prantik are not merely *“fallen women™ as dominant morality
claims—they are labourers, survivors, strategists, mothers, cultural critics, and invisible
pillars of the informal economy. They do not ask for pity. They demand safety, education,
dignity, and choice.

To understand them only through shame or saviorism is to do them further harm. What
they need are:

LLegal recognition and protection

Health and housing Services

Educational dignity for their children
Protection from police and political extortion
Kreedom to dream beyond sexuallabor

Let their story not be another secret behind a shuttered door. Let it be a testimony to what

justice must include.
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